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NOT QUITE

Well, we’re not quite in DC yet, but I’ve been working on the website lately, and thought I’d just update as much as possible… especially considering the fact that our first few days in DC are going to be quite hectic, and, as Laura puts it, I won’t have much time for hobbies until “the dust settles.” So, here’s the update
DEPARTURE

We left the Philippines without a hitch. All our bags were packed, we were ready to go, and we left.  It was weird being in our house for the last week or so after the movers came.  We only had our “suitcase stuff” with us.  It was odd because when we first arrived our house looked pretty much the same.  But when we first arrived, it seemed so empty, so cavernous.  Leaving, our house didn’t seem empty at all.  We feel that it was because for the last two years, we had made that apartment our home, and cheesy as it sounds, we really had filled it with memories, so it wasn’t empty at all…

Leaving our American friends wasn’t that hard, really.  I mean, we love them and all, but in this line of work, we know that at some point or another, we’ll see each other again.  It’s fairly inevitable.  Leaving work was a lot harder for me.  I grew really attached to my wonderful local staff in the HR office.  They were amazing people, and I really liked them a lot.  Unfortunately, I don’t know when I’ll see them again.  Hopefully at some point our paths will cross, but who knows.  I look at pictures of them, and I always get a little bit nostalgic, because we did spend a lot of time together, and go through a lot together, and they helped me a lot while I was there.


Anyway, I run the risk of excessive sentimentality, so I will desist.

LUGGAGE


So, we left the Philippines.  I had to keep telling myself that we were moving, otherwise I would have been just a tad overwhelmed by the amount of luggage that we brought with us.  We had, all told, 4 large suitcases, a big balikbayan box, Audrey’s crib, 2 carryons, a backpack, a stroller, a car seat and a baby.  I don’t know what we would have done without all of the wonderful skycaps and porters that helped us move our stuff from one locale to the other.  We still have to make it on one more flight, but we’ve done pretty well so far, I think.

Audrey is a trooper, by the way. She is really a pretty good flyer. How sad that I can say that, and she’s only 9 months old… She has already crossed the Pacific three times, however.  On the entire journey to San Francisco, there was only about an hour where she was really unhappy and crying.  Other than that, she was happy to be hanging out and walking around, and having the flight attendants tell her how cute she was. ( 


Adjusting to the time change was harder for her this time, however, probably because she’s a more active kid, and when she wants to play, she wants to play.  The first week or so was pretty rough with a couple of 1-4 am play sessions.  After about a week, she calmed down a lot, and life was a lot better.

CALIFORNIA


The first three weeks we spent in good ol’ California.  It was pretty relaxing.  We spent a lot of time with Laura’s cousins (and Audrey’s second cousins), which was a lot of fun.  We took one day and went into the city to the Exploratorium and the Palace of Fine Arts, we went swimming one day, we went to the Monterrey Bay Aquarium, and we had fun with all of Laura’s relatives.


Being on a six week vacation, though, is kind of hard, especially when you don’t really have a home base.  I, in particular, am used to working all day, and having work projects, etc., so I felt particularly out of place.  I suppose I could have used my time more wisely, but I did have fun hanging out with the family and with Audrey.  After about three weeks, I got used to the vacation lifestyle, and now I don’t want to go back.  Isn’t that always the way.

AUDREY


Speaking of Audrey, now seems an appropriate time to insert a little Audrey update.


The first day we were in CA, Audrey cut her third tooth, a week later, her fourth. Now she has two top and two bottom teeth.  Additionally, Audrey took her first steps (more like controlled falling) in CA.  Now, however, a couple of weeks later, she’s walking in between objects, and letting go while cruising to get to something that she wants.


We’ve been working with her to get her to walk back and forth between people.  Lately, however, and this is a testament to her intelligence more than anything else, she’s devised numerous ways to get out of walking when she doesn’t want to, including reaching behind her back to grab my hand and sinking to the floor without holding on to anything.  I don’t think it will be much longer, however, until walking is her primary form of locomotion.  Cruising has already replaced crawling (unless she wants to get across the floor), and I don’t think that walking will be far behind.

UTAH


After CA, we made our way to UT to spend four days with Laura’s sister.  That was a nice little independent break for us.  We traipsed around BYU, went out to eat at Los Hermanos (our first date), did some Family History work, went to the outlet mall, visited temple square, spent time with some old friends, and had a very pleasant stay.


Being back in UT made us very grateful for our college years.  It was a great place to go to school, a beautiful campus, beautiful environs, and generally nice people that we got to interact with.  We love the friends we made, and love keeping in contact with them.  There I go again, enough with the sentimentality already!
COLORADO


And last, but not least, we made our way to Colorado to spend a couple of weeks with my folks.  My brother and sister that weren’t able to make it last time we came out came and met Audrey for the first time.

For those that know about my brother Adam, he had another scan while he was here.  The scan showed some contrast (usually meaning cancer growth) in the front part of his brain.  So, although he did go back to school for the Fall semester, he needs to come back to Colorado in a month so that his doctors can monitor what’s happening.  Right now it’s not much to worry about, because we won’t know anything definite until after the scan next month.  But, it never hurts to keep him in your prayers anyway.
Other than that, we’ve been pretty busy here.  We’ve test driven some cars in preparation for purchasing one in DC, we’ve played with our new laptop, bought some software, I’ve taken a lot of pictures, visited Mom at work (so she could show off the granddaughter), played with the cousins, cooked some meals for my family, and had a good time.
Anyway, I think that’s about it.  Even if it’s not, my hands are tired.  If I think of something else, I’ll include it in the next newsletter!

