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ALREADY?

So, I know it’s only been about five days since the last time I wrote a newsletter. But, I just wanted to report that the July 4th celebration that I’ve been in charge of went swimmingly well. The final count was around one thousand people.  If you want to see the pictures I put online, please click here. I only have some pictures that I took while we were setting up.  I’m sorry that I didn’t get any “after the set up” pictures, but I was a little busy…
GMA


And the reason why I was so busy was because on Sunday night the President of the Philippines, Gloria Macapagal Arroyo (or GMA) decided that she was going to come to our July 4th celebration.  Crazy.  So, in addition to having to set up everything on the day of, and all the time/stress that that entails, I was busy reviewing the speeches to make sure that nothing was said which could inadvertently be a slam on the Philippines or the President, meeting with her advance teams to make sure that all of her needs were met, running through the scenario about 80 billion times with everyone, and generally just running around like a chickenless head.


Oh, and in addition to the President of the Philippines, the Vice President and Foreign Affairs Secretary (equivalent to our Secretary of State) decided to join the throng as well.  Crazy.

On the other hand, I finally got to see the President (I even shook her hand, not that that really means anything, but for the fact that I can say I did it…as well as the hands of the other two guys), and got major points when everything went well.

FIREWORKS


Another reason why I had fun last night is because we tried, although we live in the Philippines, to make the event very city park-ish.  We had tons of balloons outside, and served hamburgers and hotdogs for the refreshment, as well as chocolate chip cookies, Mississippi Mud brownies and other American favorites. The hot dogs were my favorite, though.  There’s a locally produced hot dog called the German Frank, and I have to say it’s better than any hot dog I ever ate in Germany.  It’s so good.  And they were there in abundance. The final hot dog count was 700 eaten.


But, the thing that made the evening was the fireworks display. We had some Sousa marches in the background (made me think of you, Grandma!) and spectacular fireworks. Most of all, however, upper management enjoyed the event and had a good time.

UP


Ha ha!  You think I meant up.  I didn’t.  I meant UP like the University of the Philippines.  Gotcha.


My favorite part of this whole event was the University of the Philippines Concert Chorus. We invited them to sing the national anthems at our celebration. They came, and were amazing. They were such a good choir, and they humored me to no end.


In a lot of ways, I really miss the days when I got to play the piano for choirs. Well, I get to play the piano for the church choir here I suppose, but it’s not the same. I miss when I was in High School (scary thought) and I accompanied the jazz choir, and just playing the piano for good singers in College, and it’s something that I’ve missed.


So, I mentioned to the choir that I played, and we got to read through some of their music and I got to accompany them, and it was one of my favorite things that I’ve done in the Philippines. They sang a COOL gospel version of “How Great Thou Art,” “Dirait-on” by Lauridsen and the “Joyful, Joyful” from Sister Act 2. They were so good.

END


So yes, it was a successful event. I’m pleased with it, and so’s my boss. Now we just have a week to organize all of our stuff. Then the movers come. Then we leave a week later. Crazy.
