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THE LULL


I hate sometimes wishing my life away. It seems like I’m always waiting for the next step, and not taking enough time to enjoy this one. In this case, however, I’m really excited for the July 4th party to be over. I realized yesterday that I’ve been planning this party for 3 months. OK, so most of that hasn’t been active planning, most of that has been follow up once a week or so, but really active planning has been for the last month or so, and I’m just ready for it to be over.

We had our last planning meeting today, though, and I think that all went well. I think that we’re prepared for the event, and have made necessary back-up plans, and if it rains, it rains, and if 1300 people show up, well… we’ll know what it’s like to be a sardine if nothing else. Right now, 1100 people have accepted invites to the party, 200 more than last year’s, and last years was packed. I don’t know where we’re going to put all the extra people.

On the other hand, it has all been a really terrific learning experience for me.

But this is why I have to laugh at shows like “The Apprentice” where they prepare these mega-events in a week. Granted, maybe I’m not as good as they are, but I don’t think anyone can swoop in and plan these events in just one week and have them done. A lot of planning and preparing went in beforehand, and then someone just takes over in the last week.

Boy, I wish someone would take over now. Not that I can’t do it, but I know it’s going to be a lot of work and I’m going to be very tired afterwards and I don’t want to be tired. Why? Because I have work to do to prepare for…

PACKOUT!!

I don’t know how that happened, either. All of a sudden, we’re only two weeks away from packout. We’ve been trying to go through our stuff and organize and sort, but then, we still need to use our stuff. I’ve thrown away a lot, though, and we’re trying to get rid of the stuff that we haven’t used in the last two years that we’ve lived here. We figure, if we’ve gone two years and haven’t used it, we don’t need it anymore. Of course, that’s only to the things that we could have used. We’re not throwing away our wool sweaters for example, because, well, we’ve never had occasion to use them here. After Kiev, if we haven’t worn our sweaters in those two years, we’ll get rid of them then.

Seriously, though, half of our stuff is going to get shipped to storage in Belgium, of all places, awaiting our arrival in Kiev, where we will then see it again…only a year later, half of our stuff is getting packed up and shipped directly to DC, where we won’t see it until we have an address, and then half of our stuff we’ll take with us on the plane.  Add that to the other half of our stuff that’s been in MD for the last two years.  No wonder it’s hard to figure out which stuff goes where. I’m so confused, I even think that I have twice as much as I should (check the math…)

OBLIGATORY


And of course I must do the obligatory Audrey update.


Nothing really new.


Sad. (Or maybe that’s a good thing).


She’s getting better at crawling, and getting her knees underneath her some of the time.


She’s been kind of cranky/sick the past couple of days.  We think she’s getting more teeth. Then again, we’ve been thinking that for the last two months. Still only has two.


One funny thing that she does is when she’s sitting up she uses her feet to move her around in a circle, while pivoting on her rear. It makes us laugh.


And she really likes to crawl through the balls.


And chase after them. She goes all around the living room and the family room.


Which of course means that we actually have to start paying attention to where she is. We used to be able to keep half an eye on her because she couldn’t get very far very fast.


Anyway, now I’m rambling and I’m out of room.  TTFN.

