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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!!

Of course, as everyone knows (or maybe you don’t, I don’t know) Audrey’s 1st birthday was on Tuesday. I can’t even believe that she’s already a year old.  
I know that it’s so clichéd to say so, but it really does seem like only yesterday that she was born.  And when I look at her today it’s amazing to me just how much she’s grown and developed. For her birthday her Aunt Jen bought her these Fisher-Price stackable toys.  I put some of them together and watched her systematically pull them apart, and then we put them into their container one by one.  She’s learned how to identify her nose and her tummy, and we started working on her ear today.  She’s grown eight teeth (four in the last month, poor thing!).  She likes to eat cheese and bread, and she just got her first bites of peanut butter.  She likes to play peek-a-boo, and when she’s standing still, she’s just as likely to squat as she is to stand.  She enjoys being on the couch, but doesn’t quite realize that the couch has an edge.  She likes watching TV – hopefully that won’t develop into a lifelong habit – and her favorite shows are Dora the Explorer and the Backyardigans.  She enjoys hugging her stuffed animals, or anything squishy, like her sweaters, or Laura’s socks.  She’s currently sleeping through the night, and when she goes to bed she likes to have her Trevor Bear tucked underneath her body.  She likes to be chased down the hallway to the elevators, and she really likes to push the buttons to call the elevator and to tell it where to take us.  She likes to try whatever it is we’re eating, and she likes to sit on our laps if we’re at the table or playing the piano, or typing on the computer.  She enjoys opening all of the cupboards and drawers and pulling out what’s in them.  She doesn’t like it when Laura’s in the shower, but she’ll tolerate it if she can play with the toilet paper roll to pass the time.  She likes to read her books, and will frequently, especially in the morning, sit in her chair and leaf through the pages of her books for awhile.  She likes to give kisses to both her mommy and daddy and sometimes gets a little bit jealous if we want to give each other kisses!  Some of her other favorite toys include her toothbrush, her fan and her stackable cups. She likes to smile and giggle and make her parents very very happy.  We lover our little girl, and we can’t imagine our lives without her.
ANYWAY


Other than really enjoying our daughter lately, we’ve been going through some other things as well.  Russian, for example, is the never ending struggle.  I’m still enjoying it most of the time, but there are certain days when I really struggle with it.  Today, for example, was not such a good day….maybe it’s a good thing that we have a three day weekend this weekend!  Of course, I still have to study because if I don’t do anything with Russian for three days, then Monday will be a really bad Russian day.  Such is the never ending cycle of language learning.


Fall has been happening here in Virginia, and that’s been wonderful.  I got really excited the other day when I could see my breath on the way to work.  It’s been a long time since I’ve been able to do that.  And the colors have been gorgeous.  One of my favorite things that I was able to do in the last few weeks was to go on a little Daddy-Daughter date with Audrey.  We went down to the Mall and walked around and took some pictures.  I showed Audj the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence and started to give her an appreciation of our country.

Laura’s been working pretty heavily on our food storage, and for the first time since we’ve been married, we actually have the resources to stay alive for awhile in the event of a major catastrophe.  Go Laura!  She’s put together our 72 hour kit, and packaged 175 pounds of flour and 100 pounds of sugar for long term storage.


And that’s about it.  We’ve been having a good time and keeping pretty busy and just enjoying our time together and our time with our daughter.  

We hope that everyone else is doing well, too and we think and pray for you all often.
