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ROAD TRIP!!!
So this newsletter comes fairly quickly after the last one, but I wanted to give a quick travelogue of our trip to New England.


Laura and I decided that we wanted to go and see the fall colors in New England, and Laura wanted to go back to Boston again, so we decided that we could go over the Columbus Day weekend.

RAIN


Our trip started at 3:00 in the afternoon.  We always seem to forget, however, that it’s nigh unto impossible to leave the DC area on a holiday weekend.  The heavy traffic through Baltimore and the heavy rain that fell turned an eight hour car trip into a twelve hour car trip.  We finally checked into our hotel at 3:30 Sat. morning, not really looking forward to getting up just a couple hours thereafter…

BOSTON


So we spent our first day in Boston.  The first thing that we did was take the duck tour.  This is a tour on an amphibious vehicle that was originally designed for the military.  It drove us around the city, and then went into the water.  We saw most of the sights of Boston on the tour, including the Old North Church, City Halls, the balcony where the Declaration of Independence was read for the first time, and more construction sites of the Big Dig than we ever cared to see.

After the tour, we took the Subway to downtown Boston and ate lunch at Feunille Hall.  We got to eat traditional Boston Food: Clam Chowder, Boston Baked Beans, Crab Cakes, and Boston Cream Pie (Say something sweet to me, Enoch!).  Of course, we shared all the dishes, heavens we couldn’t eat all that by ourselves!


After lunch we walked a bit of the Freedom Trail.  By that point, however, we were wet, Audrey was wet (she didn’t like her plastic covering on her stroller and kept trying to take it off), and we were tired, so we decided to go home.  On the way to the metro, however, we passed by some LDS missionaries singing in Boston Common.  It was fun.

CONCORD AND LEXINGTON


Day 2 was Concord and Lexington, the road between the two cities was really the site of the first battle of the American Revolution (aka the Shot Heard Round the World).  We went to the Minute Man Visitor’s Center.  We HIGHLY recommend it.  They showed a very informative and easily understood presentation of the battle.  It was very nice, and put everything in perspective.  
From there we went to Concord.  The Concord museum was OK, but not really worth the money.  After that, we wanted to go tour the Orchard House (Louisa May Alcott’s Home) but due to parking limitations and ticket times, we had to wait for awhile.


We therefore drove to the Old North Bridge, site of some of the fighting on that first day and we drove around Walden Pond a little bit.


The last thing that we did was to tour the Orchard House.  That was really interesting.  I’ve never read Little Women, nor have I ever even seen the movie, but I really liked the tour.  One thing that I really liked was that Daddy Alcott always encouraged his children to follow their dreams and develop their talents.  Louisa wanted to be a writer, and her parents supported that, even letting live at home for years (she didn’t want to marry because she wanted to concentrate on her writing).  Her sister wanted to be an artist, and her parents let her draw on the walls (I don’t know if I’d go that far), and eventually study in Paris where she excelled in her field.  


After all of our sightseeing, we had dinner with Laura’s cousin who lives in the area.  That was also pleasant.

SALEM


On our last day in town we went to Salem for the morning and toured the Witch Museum.  All I have to say about that is that that episode in our country’s history was PSYCHO.  And the scary thing is, I don’t really think that it’s all that unthinkable that it could happen again.  All it takes is the fear of something, and some kind of Catalyst, and all of a sudden you have a witch hunt, or a red scare, or something equally as heinous.
HOME AGAIN, HOME AGAIN


With that tour, we declared our visit officially over, and we decided to start wending our way back home.  Fortunately for us, the weather was a LOT more amenable, and the trip back took the approximated Mapquest time.

Tired, but all in all happy with a successful trip, we crashed.

AUDREY


Audrey was a trooper on the trip.  She had to endure long car rides, and wet strollers, and being dragged from place to place to place (although the sooner she realizes and comes to grip with the fact that this is a traveling family, the better).


To top it off, she cut her fifth tooth on the trip.  Yeah for teeth!


The other little Audrey tidbit is the fact that she found the power button on the TV set this week.  We can just say good-bye to watching a show straight through…
