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THE ADVENTURE

So, now that we’re in DC, some may say that our great adventure of moving back to the States is over.  We, however, feel that it’s only just beginning in a number of ways.  Here’s a listing of some of the adventures that we’ve had in just the week and a half we’ve been here.

SAFE IN DC

We arrived safe and sound in DC, and our adventures began.  Our first big adventure was getting to our hotel.  But by this point, we’d loaded and unloaded our stuff from so many rental cars, that it was actually pretty easy going.  So, I guess that wasn’t really an adventure after all.  But we checked in, and then took a nice little walk to eat, which we did at the Cheesecake Factory.  It was yummy, although, as everyone has noted coming back to the States, the portion sizes were quite astronomical.

BUYING A CAR


The day after we arrived, we needed our own set of wheels.  It gets quite expensive renting a car for a long time.  We went to a used car place here, and test drove three vehicles (thanks to all of our previous research, we were able to narrow down the field to our three options).  We finally decided on a car, Laura took it out for another spin (because she’ll be the principle driver in our family) and then we filled out the paperwork.  Whew.

MOVING IN


The day after we bought the car, we got to move into our apartment, which worked out well.  Our original lease had us moving in the same day I started work, which meant that Laura would have had to do it all.  While we were in CO, I asked if we couldn’t move in a few days early, and they agreed.  This was happy because now we could move in, get our suitcases arranged (no furniture to put our stuff in yet), and go grocery shopping together.  After our Target and grocery trips, we were ready to call it a day.
SUNDAY


Sunday was relaxing.  We liked it.  We ate dinner at some old friends’ house that we knew from our last time here, and got to renew some acquaintances.  It was great.

FURNITURE

Monday, however, was the marathon day.  Since Laura and I have been married, we have always lived in furnished, or at least semi-furnished apartments.  Hence, before this last week, we only owned a mattress set and two bookshelves. Moving here, we were faced with the task of furnishing a two bedroom apartment.  We started out at 9:00 on Sunday morning and went to all the Labor Day sales we could find.  We ended up buying a sofa and love seat and a bedroom set for us.  Bookshelves, a tv cabinet, a coffee table and a dresser for Audrey all came from Ikea.  (As a side note, I like Ikea furniture because it gets you in touch with your building roots.  Well, I liked it for the first couple of pieces, after that, I just wanted to get it done.)  It was such a long day, but Audrey was a trooper throughout it all.  As a reward, we finally got her a crib!
Русский

And on Tuesday the biggest adventure began.  As of this writing I have been studying Russian for one whole week.  It’s gone well so far.  I’ve been on top of things (thanks to help from Laura’s Russian course she took and I eavesdropped on).  It’s been going pretty fast, though, and I like it.  Today we started learning adjectives, so I could tell Audrey that she was красивая (beautiful) and Laura that she was холошая (nice).  It’s been fun.

And that’s my life.  Hasn’t been as interesting as some other newsletters, but we’ve been BUSY since being here.  Sorry.
