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This is likely to be somewhat religious and sentimental.  If that doesn’t offend you, read on.

GENERAL CONFERECE

Before I start, I think there’s a few things that non-LDS readers need to know in order to understand the rest of this newsletter.  Every six months, there is a General Conference of the church.  It’s always the first weekend in April and the first weekend in October.  This is where the general leadership (our prophet and 12 apostles) speak to us, giving us guidance and counsel for the next little while.  The sessions of General Conference (5 in all) are broadcast over cable, internet, and satellite making it possible for practically everyone in the world to watch conference simultaneously, or at least one of the sessions.

PRIESTHOOD


Also, in our church, it is possible for every male to hold the priesthood.  As I am male, that means that I have been ordained to the priesthood.  This means that not only may I be called on to lead a congregation in the future, but I have the ability to baptize and perform other ordinances in the church.  One of the sessions of General Conference is the General Priesthood Session (6-8 pm UT time), and all priesthood members are invited to attend, although anyone may come.

For many families, Priesthood Session provides a nice bonding opportunity for fathers and sons.  Many go to Priesthood Session together, and then maybe go out for dessert afterward, or eat dinner beforehand. To be honest, however, I don’t remember ever going to priesthood meeting with my Dad.  Isn’t that awful?  I mean, I’m sure I did, but I don’t remember it.  I’ve also been out of the house for 10 years now, so I’ve had ample opportunity to forget.


BUT, even though I don’t remember going to priesthood session with Dad, I still feel a special bond with him (and now my father-in-law as well) when I go to the meeting.  This bond has only intensified as I’ve lived overseas the past couple of years.


I don’t really know how to put my finger on why I feel this way.  I think there’s just something about knowing that at the exact moment I’m putting on my white shirt and tying my tie my father in Colorado and my father-in-law in California are doing the same thing.  Then, we’re all driving to our respective chapels at approximately the same time, to sit and listen to the same satellite broadcast.

It’s special for me to be able to discuss the session with my dad afterward, knowing that we were both there despite the distance that separates us.


But maybe the most important thing to me is the fact that it was my dad who ordained me to the priesthood, and going to priesthood session is a tangible way to express the spiritual side of our relationship.


Whatever it is, however, I feel closer to my dad by going to priesthood session than most anything else I do.

NEWSY STUFF


And now for a little bit of newsy stuff.  I was supposed to start a photography class this last week but it was cancelled due to insufficient enrollment, but I contacted the teacher and we’re going to do private lessons (I’m excited for that!) for about 6 weeks.  Laura finished up her Russian course, passing with flying colors.  My favorite was her last lessons in which she learned accident phrases.  You know things like “I can’t see anything or I can’t move.”  We’re hoping that she never actually has to use those phrases.  And Audrey is growing so cute.  We had to cut her bangs the other day because her hair just got into her eyes too much.  Now she looks kind of like Friar Tuck.  She also, however, has started singing with us, which I think is the cutest.  She’ll sing “Sing, Sing, Sing,” “I Am a Child of God,” and the lullaby I wrote for her.  She does just sing the last word in each phrase, but she’s doing it.  We’re also teaching her “Duck, Duck, Goose,” which she doesn’t quite get, and “Ring Around the Rosie,” which she loves.
