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Well, as you know, we’ve had a busy busy month.  A very rewarding one, mind you, but a very busy one nonetheless.
CHESTER THOMAS
Of course, the biggest thing that happened in our lives this month, and probably the biggest thing that will happen all year, was the birth of our darling darling little boy, Chester.  He came into the world on July 7, 2006 at 4:28 a.m., weighing 7 lbs. and 9 oz.  And he is beautiful.

It was kind of funny, because both Laura and I expected the labor to be very long.  With Audrey, Laura was in active labor for about 30 hours.  We figured that the second would be quicker, but even if the time was cut in half, that would still be 15 hours of labor!  Little did we anticipate the reality.
Laura woke me up at about 2:00 in the morning on the 7th, because her water had broken, and she had called the midwife to let her know that we were coming.  By the time we called our friends who were going to take Audrey, got everything ready, dropped Audrey off and got to the maternity center, it was just after 3:30.  They checked Laura, declared her a 4 cm. and told her not to do labor math (i.e. it took me 4 days to get to 4 cm., that means I’ll be in labor until the Saturday after next).  

Laura’s contractions were fairly intense, and as she puts it, she had a hard time “staying on top of the contractions.”  Imagine our surprise when they checked her not even an hour later, declared her dilated enough to push when she wanted to, and the baby arrived at 4:28.  Not even an hour after we had arrived at the center!  It was crazy fast.  But we had our baby!

So we spent the morning getting to know him.  We had to stay there a little longer than we would have liked because his temperature was a little low, but we were still home by 12:00.

Since then, he’s just grown and grown.  The adjustment’s been an interesting thing.  For me, at least, it’s been a lot harder because we’re formula feeding Chester.  That means that I get to do my fair share of nighttime feedings.  In addition, even during the day, Audrey requires a lot of attention, so that means that Chester gets to frequently just hang out in his bouncy seat.  He’s a really good patient baby about it all, though, and doesn’t require a lot of attention.

Audrey’s gone through the full range of emotions.  The first couple of days, she liked him, and said hi to him a lot.  The next couple of days, she didn’t want him around.  I held him once, and she pointed at his bouncy seat and said, “Baby, here.”  But since then she’s warmed up.  Just today, in fact, Laura was giving Chester breakfast in the bedroom when Audrey woke up.  I got her out of her crib, and she walked into the bedroom and said, “Chester!” even before she said, “Mommy.”

He went through a bout of not severe reflux, but enough reflux (think heartburn, it’s easier, but they call it reflux in infants) to cause us concern.  The pediatrician recommended a different formula with rice cereal mixed in to help keep it down, and it really seems to be doing the trick.  He’s been much happier lately!

And that’s about it.  He’s keeping our hands full, but he’s a wonderful addition to our family and we’re very happy he’s around.

WHEEL


And, because I’m sure you’re all dying to know, the wheel taping went well.  I ended up winning only $3,000.  But hey, it’s a lot better than a kick in the pants, that’s for sure.  The airing will be on Sept. 28th, and just for the record, treacle is a British word for molasses.  Leave it to a world traveler to pull that one out of nowhere!

TENURE


Finally, the other biggest piece of news is that I was tenured at work.  Basically it means I’m a permanent employee, I’m eligible for a raise, and I can’t ask for overtime.  It is a pretty big hurdle, though, and I’m glad I got it.  We’ll find out about promotion in Oct.
