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V-DAY


First of all, happy Valentine’s Day to everyone!  I hope that you all had a day full of love and romance.


Our V-day was probably the most eventful Valentine’s Day I’ve ever had.  The reason?  We went to the radiologist and got to take a look at our new little one.  I didn’t want to find out the gender at the appointment, wanting instead to have Laura tell me in some more personal way, so when they were doing the gender check I closed my eyes.  A little while later, Audrey broke down and had to be taken out.  So I walked with her to the receptionist’s desk.


I noticed that the receptionist had ultrasounds on her computer. She told me she could pull up anyone’s, and I asked her to pull up Laura’s.  I warned her, however, that I didn’t want to know gender, and she told me that if you don’t want to know, they don’t save that picture in the system.  After a couple of pictures, however, there was baby boy, right on the screen!  Since Laura wanted to know, it was saved, and well, I saw it by accident.  Oh well.  It was fun to get excited about it with Laura.  We’ve bought tons of little boy clothes since. (off of Craigslist.org, gotta love that site!)
Way back in October, before we even found out Laura was preg-o, I remember telling her “I think you’re pregnant, and I think it’s a boy.” Laura, never one to speculate about such things told me to be quiet. Well, a week or so later, we found out I was right about the first part, and this week we found out I was right about the second!

DEFINITELY A GIRL

And Audrey continues to be really cute, and prove she’s a girl in every way.

Audrey has learned that if she wants something done, and we need to do it for her, she has but to pull us by the finger to show us what to do.  Like, for instance, the other day when she dragged me to the refrigerator and said, “Cheese!”  Doesn’t really take a brain surgeon to figure out what she wanted.


Audrey also has some beads that are a little bit too big for her to string by herself.  So, she brings me a shoelace and a bead, and wants me to string them for her.  I do, put it around her neck and then tell her how cute she is.  She walks away, comes back a second later, and grabs my hand wanting me to take her somewhere.  I let her drag me to the bathroom door, she looks up and says, “please?”  So I open the door, she walks to the counter and says, “up.”  So I pick her up.  Turns out, she just wanted to look at how pretty she was with her necklace on!  She looked in the mirror for a few minutes, and said, “Cuuuute!” (also a new word of hers!) 

Audrey’s also been into climbing lately, and can climb into her highchair all by herself now!

RUSSIAN


As for me, Russian is going better with the New Year, for which I’m grateful.  I had my second progress test a couple weeks ago, and tested at a 2+/2+.  That makes me very happy.  Hopefully, I’ll be able to get to the 3/3 level before we leave for Kiev.  That’s the goal.  This last week I haven’t studied as much because we’ve been busy, what with all the Craigslist shopping and all. (  Should go better this week.

My sad news is that the photography class I was going to take was canceled due to insufficient enrollment.  I was quite sad about that, actually, because it would have been a really good course to take.  I have, however, asked a few people to model for me which they’ve agreed to, so I should have more portrait practice in the ensuing weeks.

LAURA 


And everyone should give Laura a big pat on the back.  Today marks the halfway point of her pregnancy!  Wahoo!  Also today, I distinctly felt the baby kick for the first time.  Very exciting!
