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TWO WEEKS


I keep on feeling like it’s been such a long time since I wrote a newsletter, but it’s really only been two weeks.  I guess a lot has happened in the last two weeks to make it feel like forever…

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY


Laura and I celebrated our fourth wedding anniversary since last I wrote.  Not really that long for people like, say, my parents (who will celebrate their 35th this year), but it we feel like we’ve weathered a good deal.  We got the best anniversary presents from some of our friends who babysat Audrey for the whole evening so that we could go to dinner and a movie.  We ate at The Melting Pot restaurant (cheese and chocolate fondue, yummy) and saw the new “Pride and Prejudice” (a chick flick, true, but it was our anniversary).  It was a really nice evening and we really enjoyed the alone time.
1/3 DONE


Laura also officially passed her first trimester mark!  Wahoo!  There’s been a marked improvement in how well she’s been feeling.  Not that the morning sickness is gone, but it’s definitely backed off a great deal.  We went to the birthing clinic for Laura’s monthly check up the other day, and brought Audrey with us.  It was a pretty small examination room, and Audrey doesn’t really do well in small spaces – she likes exploring room.  So the Audj-meister was getting a little bit antsy, but then the midwife turned on the Doppler.


As soon as we could hear the heartbeat, Audrey quieted down, and was really interested in what the noise was and where it was coming from.  She was looking around very intently, and so I explained, “Audrey, that’s your new brother and sister.” At which she clearly said, “Sister.”  Now, whether she has some sort of baby to baby sense, or was merely repeating the last word I said remains to be seen.  I’m still convinced it’s a boy.

CES


The last couple of weeks have also been fun because one of my staff, Ces, from the Philippines has been here for some training.  We had her over for dinner one night, and then we spent all day yesterday on the Mall.  It was a long day, but we saw the American History Museum, went to the top of the Washington Monument, did the Air and Space Museum, walked up to the Capitol Building and ended the tour with the Natural History Museum.  (One little boy was funny in the Natural History Museum, after seeing some of the jewels he said to his mom, “Those would cost a whole lot of money to buy…  No, I’m serious!  They would cost, like, a hundred bucks!” Sure kid, a hundred bucks for the Hope Diamond...  It was nice to see her again, though, and to do some sight seeing.
RUSSIAN


That does mean, however, that I’ll be spending a large portion of my time on the holiday studying Russian.  I have a new teacher now, and I think she’s more demanding.  I like her a lot, though.  Her teaching style is much more in line with my learning style than my previous teacher, and I think I’ll learn a lot.  Russian still continues to be hard, and I’m starting to think that it’s never going to be easy for me.  I still have about five months left though, so we’ll see.

LIGHTING


And the last item for business is that I’ve decided to invest in some studio lighting so that I can do better pictures.  My goal as a photographer is to do portraits (although cool portraits, not K-mart cheesy ones), and with the coming of the new child and the fact that Audrey can’t sit still to save her life, we want to be able to nice pictures.  Hopefully it will be worth the investment!  

So that’s about it.  The funny article of the week was found by my friend Michele.  It’s about naming a baby in the Philippines:   http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/from_our_own_correspondent/4609892.stm. 
