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Well, things are winding down (or up depending on your perspective) with Laura’s pregnancy.  And although we’re diligently visiting the clinic every week now, our little baby boy is still patiently waiting to come into the world, despite the impatience of his parents.

But there’s one thing to write about that are more interesting than sitting around and waiting for contractions to start, and I probably should write about it before Boy is born and eclipses all other news.

WHEEL OF FORTUNE


This last Spring, Pat Sajak was the grand marshal of the Cherry Blossom parade, and in honor of that, I think, the Wheelmobile did a contestant search here in DC.  I convinced Laura to let me go to the audition.  Basically, everyone who showed up got to participate in a max of 3 ‘shows.’  When you went in, you put a little slip of paper with your name and number into a raffle barrel, and then they were drawn randomly to pick who got to play the various puzzles.  There were 750-ish people at each show, and about 50 got to actually play.  They stressed, however, that even if you got asked to play, that didn’t mean you’d be called back, and even if you didn’t get asked, you could still be picked randomly from the other slips of paper to come back for a 2nd audition.  I didn’t get picked, although I went to all three shows, and based on odds of being randomly picked for a 2nd audition, I didn’t think about it again.

Well, about 2 weeks ago, I got an e-mail to appear for a 2nd audition here in DC.  It was completely unexpected, but there was no way I couldn’t go.  In fact, through a serendipitous turn of events, I didn’t even have to take off work.  Only about 150 people were invited to do the 2nd round.  This time, everyone that showed up got to participate in a series of puzzles.  I was happy because I got to solve the puzzle when it was my turn!  After that, we were asked to do a written test, which was actually kind of hard, made up of 16 bonus round puzzles.  I got maybe 8 or 10.  I didn’t think it was that good, but talking to other participants while the game show people were grading the tests, I found that most people only got 3 or 4 right.

So, the people came back, and explained that they would call out some names, and if they didn’t call out your name, that was the end.  In all, they only called 18 names to stay and play some more puzzles.  And yup, I was one of the 18!  So we played some more puzzles (which I also solved!), and we were asked to give a little 30-second game show spiel about ourselves.  Then they thanked us very much and told us that we’d receive a letter in about 2 weeks if we’d been added to the contestant pool, and that was that.

I’ve waited about 9 days now, with no letter.  So, I’m not holding my breath that it will come any time soon, and even if I get one, I can remain in the contestant pool for up to 18 months.  If nothing else, however, it was really interesting to actually participate and see just how they get contestants for these shows!  Cross your fingers that all will go well!
OTHER THAN THAT


…we’ve been having a pretty relaxing time here in DC.  I’ve been able to go swimming quite often with Audrey, and she loves it.  She’s learned the word ‘lifegaurd,’ and always says hello and good-bye to her.  It’s taking her longer to learn that she doesn’t like to go underwater.  I always ask her and she says yes, so I dunk her for a split second.  I blow in her face to make her inhale and then quickly put her under.  When I ask the second time, she always says no.  Then she says, ‘step step’ so that I will take her over to the steps and she can just play!  

We’re also trying to get her ready for the baby, having her say hi to babies we see around town, explaining that mommy has a baby in her tummy, etc. I thought that we were making some headway until the other day when I asked her where mommy’s baby was.  She pointed at her chest.  It’s true, though, she’ll always be our baby. 

So that’s about it.  Hopefully I’ll have even more exciting news soon!
