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Sorry if this is boring for you!  Not much really happened during the last couple of weeks, I was just adding so much to the web page, I thought I’d write a newsletter and get a whole batch of updates done in one blow!
VACATION


This last week has actually been really nice for me.  I had a week long gap in my training during which time I had scheduled to go back to the Russian section for the week.  Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday were fine, but I lost all motivation after that.  I decided that Thursday and Friday would be perfect days to take vacation days so that I could spend time with and help out my pregnant wife.  It felt similar to auditing a class.  It’s really hard to keep going when you don’t really have to.


So what did I do those days?  We went shopping, I watched Audrey so Laura could have some alone time and take a little vacation of her own, and just relaxed.  It was nice to have the time off, because there ain’t going to be much relaxing going on after the baby’s born!

PICTURES


And I’ve been up to my head in pictures lately!  I did four different photo shoots last week alone, which of course added up to a lot of time doing editing and getting pictures on line.  I was really pleased with the results of the shoots, except for the newborn one.  Visit the page and you’ll see what I mean.  It’s a good thing that we’re going to do a make up shoot with them (i.e. to make up for my poor photo skills the first time!) this week sometime.  I’m happy for that.

ERRANDS


I also was able, thanks to my schedule, to take some time to go visit different departments to prepare for my upcoming move.  It went well, and I was happy to get to talk to people in person.  It always seems to make the process go smoother.

LAURA


And everyone has to congratulate my wife, because as of tomorrow, she’s 90% done with this pregnancy.  But I must say, for a woman who’s 8 months pregnant, she’s so busy (although she’d beg to differ)…  Last week we threw a party for about 50 people (some colleagues and their families), with Laura doing the vast majority of the work for that.  Last Friday, Laura threw another party for some friends (a stampin’ up party…  www.stampinup.com), add that to everything else she does on a daily basis, and it’s no wonder she’s tired at the end of the day (of course, she contributes it to her expanding belly!)
AUDREY


Audrey is also amazing me.  She started being able to recognize the letter L out of the blue (neither Laura nor I taught her that one).  And she identifies letters on her own now.  The other day I was watching Wheel of Fortune, and Audrey walked up to the screen and started pointing out the letters.  She’s a smart one.  She’s also singing a lot more and knows words and actions to her songs, and she understands a ton.


Audrey, unfortunately, has also been on the bad end of food lately.  She threw up for the first time on Friday.  We don’t really know what caused it, but she’s better now.  Unfortunately, Dad was the only parent home at the time, not that I’d make my pregnant wife clean it up anyway, but she’d at least have been able to give me sympathy.  And yesterday we thought it would be a good idea to give her Taco Bell for dinner.  She liked it a lot yesterday, but didn’t love it so much today, if you catch my drift.  I guess that’s the price you pay for being oldest; now we know better for #2!


But all in all, life is good.  There really isn’t anything to complain about.  We’re ready for the baby, we’re healthy, we’re happy, and life really is good.  


I better start knocking on wood really quick. 
