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Wow, lots of happenings in the past month.  We’ve really been quite busy, which is the main reason why I haven’t sat down to update in awhile.

RECITAL?


The first thing that happened this month was that I was asked to provide entertainment for a church function.  But, said they, stay away from the churchy stuff.  OK.  So what to play?  I settled on the Rachmaninoff I learned for the recital in Manila and had to relearn for this performance, and Clair de Lune. It was my first time performing that one.  I really need to perform more.  I don’t play solos very often, and I always get so nervous about it.  I played OK, but screwed up the last note in Clair de Lune.  I guess I just have to volunteer for more of these things.  I am playing in church this coming Sunday, but it’ll just be accompanying a flute solo.  I can handle that no sweat.   

SEMINARY


Another time consumer this month came when I was asked to teach early morning seminary (the LDS church has a scripture study program for High School students…one hour before school every day.)  They needed a sub, and I was asked to fill in.  It was a lot of fun.  This year is the Book of Mormon, and we happened to be covering some of my favorite chapters.  But, getting up at 5:00 every day was hard, and preparing a lesson every day.  I don’t know how full time teachers do it.  The added bonus was that there was a McDonalds on the way from the church to work, which I don’t normally pass while walking.  I sacrificed my arteries one morning and got a Sausage McMuffin with Egg.  Yum!

CHOCOLATE MAKING

A different (and more caloric) teaching assignment came when Laura volunteered us to teach a chocolate making class.  It was fun.  We made chocolates and ate them.  Because I was in charge of the centers, though, they turned out a little bit brighter and a little bit stronger than normal.  You know what I always say, though, the brighter it is the better it tastes!
PEOPLE, PEOPLE EVERYWHERE


Last week was perhaps the busiest, however.  Laura’s cousin who is currently in Massachusetts (we visited them last Oct.) decided to come down and stay for a few days.  They stayed in our house: 4 adults (including 2 pregnant women) and five kids 8 and under all in our little 2 bedroom.  It wasn’t as bad as it may seem, because every day was filled with sightseeing, and once the family came home, they were so exhausted that their youngest daughter asked one night, “Do I have to eat dinner?  Can’t I just go to bed?”  During their time, though, they saw pretty much everything on the mall.  I got to go with them on Saturday (when I wasn’t at work) and the one thing that we did that we hadn’t done before was go to the Old Post Office and go to the top of the tower.  Who knew you could even do that?  It offered a neat little view of the city, and I would suggest it to others in the future.
AUDREY


Of course.  Audrey surprised us a couple of times this month.  The first when she climbed into her high chair all by herself, and the second when she counted to ten one day.  The latter she does with us, usually alternating numbers with us, but she does go up to ten.  She’s so precocious it’s scary.


And she also went to nursery for the first time (infant class for 18-36 month olds during the last 2 hours of church), because our congregation lets kids go at 16 months with a parent.  She did OK up until the time she had to go into the free for all room.  Then she lost it.  Hopefully she’ll do better next week so by the time she hits 18 months, we can leave her in there alone and have a peaceful 2 months until the new baby arrives.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK

Finally, I’d like to mention my new official funniest site I’ve ever seen, www.potterpuppetpals.com.  You should really take a look.  It’s hilarious.
