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Wow.  I thought it was a mistake when I tried to open my last newsletter to modify it to write the new one (you don’t really think I start from scratch each time, do you?).  But no, it really has been over a months since I filled you in on my goings on.  As if you really care, anyway, but that’s beside the point.
But, before we get into the meat of things, HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY to all of you mothers out there, but especially to my wonderful wife, my wonderful mom, and my wonderful mother-in-law.  

CONOVERS, CONOVERS EVERYWHERE


I think that the biggest reason why I didn’t write is because just a couple of weeks after my last newsletter, my in-laws came into town for a week.  It was really fun to have them out here.  I liked it a lot.  The first weekend, we decided to all take a trip down to Southern Virginia, spending a day at Jamestown and a day at Colonial Williamsburg.  It was a lot of fun.  The rest of the week I had to work, but Laura took them to Gettysburg and Harper’s Ferry, and of course they did all fo the normal National Mall tourist-y stuff.  It was there first time out East, and I think they had fun here.
RYAN


So, to go family member by family member, I’ve been doing really well this month.  I’ve been pretty busy with Russian, and studying more as I gear towards my end of training examination in just two more weeks.  I think it really is quite amazing how much Russian I’ve been able to learn in the last nine months, especially without being immersed in the language as I have been every other time I’ve learned a language.  But, two more months and it will all be over.  Hopefully I’ll be able to do well on the final test, because that would mean a pretty nice bonus for me.  Keep your fingers crossed!

The other thing that’s been occupying a lot of time for me lately is a private photography class I’ve been taking (as if the rest of the web site hasn’t given that away…)  It’s been a lot of fun for me to take this class and to have assignments that I need to complete every week.  I personally feel that my photography really has improved over the course of the last month.  I know I definitely have a better eye at least, and that I generally have to take less photographs to get a good set.  I work with the light better, too.  I’ve also been able to do more photographs of people which is what I really like to do.
LAURA


My wife just keeps on percolating and percolating.  She’s officially 80% done now, and although I think that means that she’s on the downhill slope, she’s the one that’s carrying a baby that will still double in size in the next 2 months!


Laura’s also been busy working with food storage.  Both in building up our storage (or at least planning our storage) and helping others learn how to use their food storage.  These ventures have included forays into powdered milk sampling (the trick? Always try it with homemade cookies first.  It really does make it go down a lot easier), homemade bread, homemade granola bars, apple crisp from dried apples and reconstituted refried beans.  I think my favorite part was the homemade cookies part, although the rest of it really was palatable.
AUDREY


And what else can I say about Audrey but the fact that she’s soooooooooo cute and sooooooooo smart.  We really like her a lot.  Her current tricks include knowing 10 of her letters by sight (A, B, D, E, F, M, O, R, U, Y).  She knows some songs, and so many more words, and she’s saying Thank You with some regularity lately.

She went to nursery (children’s class at church) for the first time by herself today and didn’t have any problems.  In fact, by the time I was done finding her nametag, she had already wandered into the classroom by herself.  Although in some ways I do think it’s sad that she’s OK going to nursery alone, it was really nice to sit next to my wife in Sunday School and not have to worry about children.  It almost felt like we were newlyweds again…

So that’s it.  See you  in 2 weeks.
