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Well, the last couple of weeks have been kind of a whirlwind of emotions.  We’ve had ups and downs, stress and relaxation, and the whole spectrum in between.  This last week, especially, has been quite the emotional roller coaster.
AMERICAN IDOL


It all started with the American Idol finale last Tuesday/Wednesday.  This is the only show that I watch with any regularity, and I do watch it somewhat religiously.  Well, I had high hopes for Katherine (yes, I had the McPhee-ver pretty bad), after she beat out Chris a couple of weeks ago, and I was very sad that she ultimately lost, although I think it may have been better for her career in the long run (i.e. Clay and Reuben).  For all you Soul Patrol members out there, I will accede that Taylor was the better performer, but he in no way compares with Katherine in vocal ability.  And really, who would you rather hear on the radio, hmmm?  Anyway, I was depressed for, like, six minutes straight and then I got over it.  We’ll buy her CD.

RUSSIAN EXAMINATION


The next thing that’s happened over the last two weeks was the fact that I have had an extra two hours of private tutoring time a day to do a comprehensive review of basically every topic that we have covered during the last nine months of my Russian classes.  It was really good for me, and I think that it did help my Russian speaking ability.  And, it was all in the run up to my very last day of Russian and my final examination last Friday.  The test, as I’m very happy to mention, went well.  I ended up getting a 3/3+, and I think that it was a very just, solid, and deserved score (quite frankly).  Many times people come out of these examinations feeling like their scores were fudged, or they were robbed of something, but I think it was pretty right on the money.  I don’t think I quite realized how stressed out I was about taking the exam until it was all over and suddenly I was light as air.  This past weekend has been SO enjoyable.  I’ve loved it.

X-MEN 3


So to celebrate the end of Russian, we hired a babysitter (a teenager from church) and saw X-MEN 3 on the opening day.  All I’ll say is stay until after the credits for those who haven’t seen it yet.

ALIEN BEES


Also on my list of very exciting events was that my alien bees arrived in the mail.  No, these aren’t really extraterrestrial insects.  They are the brand of studio lighting that I bought to create my home photography studio.  I’ve done one shoot of Audrey and one of a couple of my friends.  Audrey’s are on line, friends’ will be soon.  I still have a lot to learn, but I’m very excited about the prospect of being able to have my own studio and hopefully get some very nice photographs of my children.  I’ve volunteered to take pictures of kids at church so I can practice.  We’ll see how they turn out…

 PHILADELPHIA

Rounding out the big events of this last week was a spur of the moment trip to Philly for Memorial Day.  We decided that it was probably the last full day that I have off that also wouldn’t be too close to the due date, so we ought to take a day trip.  First thing in the morning, we packed the babe in the car, and were off!

We decided we wanted to see the Liberty Bell and Independence Hall, and we weren’t going to push Audrey at all.  We saw those two sites, and Audrey got to play in the park for awhile and count cobblestones and meet Ben Franklin.  For lunch, we got to try our first authentic Philly Cheese Steaks. Yum! And then, wonder of wonders, Audrey fell asleep in her stroller, so we took a walking tour and saw the tavern the founding fathers used, the church they went to (we even sat in George Washington’s dedicated pew!) Ben Franklin’s grave, the foundation of his home, the Betsy Ross home, and we walked past the mint. Sounds like a lot, but it was really only 2 miles. It was such a great trip, though, and I enjoyed every minute. 
