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HAPPY NOVEMBER!


I hope that fall has been treating everyone well so far.  We’ve had very lovely weather for the most part.  About 2 weeks ago, it turned suddenly quite cold, and yesterday we even had some snowfall…  Well, it was pretty much a non-snowfall.  Some teeny tiny flakes fell for a bit, but they melted before one could even catch them on their tongue.  I find that quite encouraging, however.  From my experience living in Michigan, I expected it to be colder, with more snow by now.  I think that I’ll be able to survive the winter here…
Anyway, it’s been an entire month since I’ve written one of these last, and a lot has transpired, so I’ll try to give you the quick run-down.

I, of course, had my birthday, kind of like I do every October.  Laura’s present of a morning off to take pictures was one of the best presents I think I’ve ever gotten.  It was quite lovely. Besides that, though, a couple other events happened that I thought were neat.   


The first happened one day when I took Audrey to the park.  I heard a man speaking American to his children.  Now, at the bigger parks, with a lot of foreigners, it’s not that unusual.  At our little corner park, it was enough to want to start a conversation.  It turns out that he and his wife were in Ukraine to adopt their little girl.  Three years ago they had adopted her biological brother, and now they were back to adopt her.  So, I invited them over for dinner, and we had a really pleasant evening.  They were just really good people who wanted to do good and who loved their children a lot.  Kind of made me want to adopt while we’re here, but with our two little ones, I also kind of feel like we have our hands full enough as it is…

Another major event was on the 22nd, when we got to participate in the dedication of the temple in Helsinki, Finland.  They broadcast the dedication all the way down here, so we got to take part in one of the dedicatory sessions.  Well, I did.  Laura stayed home with the children.  It was really neat, though.  President Hinckley was there, and for the first time that I can recall, he seemed old to me.  It was kind of sad, and he also said this was probably his last long distance trip.  I really like President Hinckley and I will be sad when he passes, so I appreciated being able to see him again.  It was also nice to attend the dedication as there aren’t any LDS temples anywhere close by, and it will probably be a LONG time before we get to visit one again, and by attending the dedication, I got to be ‘in’ a temple for a little bit.


Finally, near the end of the month, we had Halloween festivities.  Audrey was Cinderella, and Chester was Harry Potter (He was born in July, and I’m his dad.  What else would you expect?).  There was trick-or-treating at work and a big Halloween party at my big boss’s house over the weekend, and we went to a party at a friend’s house last night.  I think I celebrated Halloween more this last weekend than the entire rest of my life combined.  It was fun, though.


And today we got our stuff from the US.  I don’t’ know how we have so much stuff.  We have a lot of stuff.  Hopefully we’ll get rid of some stuff by the end of this assignment.


Audrey’s big development this month (besides her speaking skills which have exploded on the atomic scale), is that she’s singing songs with all the words, not just singing the last word of the phrase when we sing a song.  She’ll independently start singing “Winnie the Pooh” or her bedtime lullaby or whatever else.  My favorite, though, is that whenever she wants to sing “Give, Said the Little Stream,” she has to sit at the piano and ‘play’ it while she sings!  I think it’s awesome.


Chester is growing like a bean.  At his 3 month checkup, he was 75 percentile in height and 50th in weight.  He’s a champion roller over as well, but only from his stomach to his back so far.  He scoots all over the place when he’s on his stomach, too, but mainly because he doesn’t like being on his stomach all that much!
