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Hello from Kyiv! (or Kiev if you want.  Kyiv is more politically correct over here, but Kiev is more accepted in the US). At any rate, hello from Ukraine! 

Well we made it here safe and sound (obviously) and have been spending the last few weeks getting settled into our new surroundings.  We didn’t have internet in our home until yesterday, when we finally resorted to pre-paid dial-up so that we could watch General Conference.  Or listen to it at least, because it’s still dial-up, and dial-up plus streaming video equals not a good idea.

But I digress.  Anyway, here’s the update:

RYAN


I’ve had a pretty good time getting settled into my new job and my new routines.  My work schedule frustrates me a little bit, as it requires a lot more working past closing than I’m used to, and closing is a lot later than I’m used to to begin with.  I have had a few nights where I haven’t come home until after the kiddos are in bed, and that just makes me sad.  I’ve only been here a month, though, and I came at a busy time.  If it continues like this, however, then something’s gotta give.  


But the work itself has been a lot of fun.  I’ve enjoyed what I’ve been doing, and I’m learning a lot.  I was even able to go on my first business trip, traveling to Donetsk via the night train to do some events out there about a week ago.  That was a hard day for me because they only speak Russian out there, and while it is true that I speak Russian, it was the first day that I had to speak Russian from sun-up to sun-down.  It was crazy.

LAURA


Laura has also settled in like a chief, getting out and making friends and doing things.  I’ve been really impressed with her, actually.  She says it’s because we were a little bit more isolationist in Arlington, due in large part to her pregnancy, that now that we’re here, she’s ready to get out and take on this city.  Which, I think, is a good thing.  We’ve definitely been a lot more adventurous here than we were in Manila.  Laura even more so than myself.


And Laura has also received her first calling in our branch.  (In the LDS church, large congregations are called wards and small ones are called branches.  Here it’s just a branch).  She’s the enrichment counselor in the Relief Society.  Wahoo!  She’s been doing enrichment since, like, we were married.  She enjoys it, though. Still no calling for me, yet, but there’s time.
AUDREY


Audrey is growing by leaps and bounds.  She’s such a little girl now, and is quickly surpassing her toddler years.  It’s kind of sad.  Some things that she’s been doing lately have been running anywhere and everywhere, wanting to help out around the house, including sweeping and windows, playing with her brother, and watching Winnie the Pooh and Bambi.

She’s also starting to talk in more full on sentences.  She looked at me during breakfast yesterday and said very clearly “My waffle is yummy.”  She also said, “I need that,” and pointed to Chester’s rattle.  Crazy.


--Disclaimer: If discussion of bodily functions disturbs you, skip to Chester’s section.  If not, read on.—


We’ve also been discussing lately when we’re going to potty train our little one.  We think we’ll go full on training after we’ve moved into our permanent quarters (we’re in a temporary place currently) so that the move doesn’t disturb her training.  But we’ve been doing some pre-training, flushing her diaper contents down the toilet so she gets used to it, that sort of thing.  Well, the other day, Audrey went up to Laura and said, “Mommy, tinkle potty?”  So Laura was like, sure thing kid.  After lunch, Laura asked if she wanted to poop on the potty, she said yes, and she did!  Amazing.  So, hopefully we’ll be able to go full on soon.

CHESTER


Chester, if you can believe it, is almost three months old already.  He’s such a big kid, and I feel like with the stress of the move, etc., we’ve missed out somehow on his being so little.  It also has to do with the fact that he has an older sister who requires a lot of attention, and he frequently gets put in his bouncy seat/swing so that we can take care of her.


We’ve been a little worried about him chunking up because we’re bottle feeding him.  When we took him in for a check up the other day, though, he was right at 50th percentile for both height and weight.  Way to be average, kid.

He’s starting to do little baby push-ups, which is fun, but the thing that amazes me is how well he supports his weight on his legs.  He really likes to be standing up and looking around at the world.  A lot more than Audrey used to like standing up if I remember correctly (which I might not).

KYIV/KIEV


And Kyiv is doing great, too.  It’s a beautiful beautiful city, and we’ve enjoyed it so far.  Up to this point, the weather has been autumnal, not too cold, but one frequently needs a jacket outside.  The air has been clean, and crisp, the skies blue…  I think we arrived at the perfect time of the year to absolutely fall in love with the city (which I, at least, have) before the cold months really get started.


As far as conveniences, go, there are a couple of western style supermarkets which make shopping easier (we still don’t have a car, so it’s not exactly easy), but at least we can find everything we need in one place.  The thing that’s struck us the most, though, is the sheer number of juices that they have here.  Currently in our fridge, we have mango juice, grape juice, grapefruit juice, apple juice, pineapple juice, and banana juice.  Yup, you can buy banana juice on the shelf.  It’s a little think, and a little banana-y, but all in all it’s pretty good.  I think it’d be really good for a smoothie or something.


Ukrainian food is YUMMY in general, but that also just might be my Slavic heritage speaking.  I love it, though.


The buildings all have a kind of European charm about them, but unfortunately the outsides of many of them have fallen into a bit of disrepair.  Inside is usually a-ok, but the facades as well as the stairwells are sometimes a bit scary.  It’s just refreshing to walk down the street and see the buildings, sometimes.  I also really like that they paint their buildings multiple colors.  I don’t know if this is just a post-Soviet thing, or if they’ve always done it, but it’s not uncommon to see orange, green, red, and yellow buildings all on the same street.


There are also a LOT of parks around.  Any time it seems that there’s an empty lot, the city has put play equipment in it.  That means that we never have to walk too far for a place for Audrey to play.  There are a couple of really nice parks, but if we’re just looking to get outside, we can simply stroll for a few blocks and we’ll have some kind of play area, no matter where we are.


As far as infrastructure and traffic go, I don’t really think that they’re a problem as of yet.  Of course, it hasn’t snowed yet, but when I was driving around the boondocks on my trip, I was pretty surprised at how nice the roads were, and the traffic seems doable.  Not as chaotic or crowded as Manila.  Of course, there is a really frustrating rule that if you get into a car accident (which we do see more of than in Manila), you’re not allowed to move your cars until the police get there, which effectively closes down the entire road until the police arrive.  The other day, I saw an accident that occurred on top of the trolley tracks.  You guessed it, no trolleys for the duration.  Crazy.


And really, that’s about it.  I think.  We’re doing pretty good here, and looking forward to our time here.  Life is great.
