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I have a few quiet moments right now as both kids are taking a nice Sunday afternoon nap.

The last two months have been kind of a whirlwind for me, so it’s nice to have some down time for the first time in what seems like forever.

The biggest thing that we did during the last few months is spend an entire month in the United States.  That was really quite lovely.  We ended up spending two weeks with Laura’s family in California, and then two weeks with mine in Colorado.  You can look through the photo-a-day for that time frame to see some of pictures, but I’ll put in some highlights for you.
CALIFORNIA


I think that the nicest part of the California leg was simply introducing Chester to his Grandpa.
 Right after he was born, my folks and Laura’s mom got to come out to Virginia to visit, but my father-in-law wasn’t able to.  Then, as you know, we moved to Kyiv when Chester was only eight weeks old.  So that was nice.


At the same time, it was a little bit sad.  Because we live so far away from our parents, the kids only know their grandparents through pictures on the computer.  Their grandparents aren’t really a part of their lives.  So, while we were there, the kids sometimes didn’t really want a lot to do with their grandparents, as much as we, and the grandparents, would have liked them to.  Hopefully as the kids get older, and their long term memory increases, they’ll be able to develop a bit more of a relationship with our parents.


But anyway, highlights.  I think some of the highlights of our trip to California include taking LARGE group family pictures (all of Laura’s siblings were there, which means grandkids and in-laws, etc.).  It was nice to take some pictures and have the group somewhat coordinate, and then to break it down into smaller family groups.


We also went to the annual A’s game where you get to sit on the field and watch a fireworks show .

My other favorite parts were going to pixieland, a kiddie amusement park, where we scared Audrey half to death by not talking her out of going on the dragon ride, and the Jungle, a kind of McDonald’s play place (x 20… it was huge!), where I got to take Audrey on a little Daddy-Daughter Date.
And then the biggest highlight was Chester’s first year birthday party.


Up to this point, we’ve always been away from our families on any of our kids’ birthdays (granted, there’s only been two), but it was nice to have the family around.  We had a huge party with all sorts of Baby’s first birthday paraphernalia, thanks to Laura and Internet shopping.  But it was fun.  We also got to play all the standard kids party games, like red light green light and pin the tail on the donkey, only we pinned a propeller on an airplane.  Kids were still a bit too young for it, but the adults played.

COLORADO


Most of our time in Colorado was spent buying things.  Every time we go back to the States it seems we hemorrhage money.  There’s just something to be said for the convenience of being able to stock up.  So, we got a whole lot of clothes for the kids for the next year, some stuff for Laura and me, and some treats that we can’t get here.


Other than that, we got to go to the zoo, and we got to go to a AAA ball game, and some movies.  But, best of all, we got to be there for the midnight release of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows.   Yes, I’m pathetic.  




And, we got to play a lot of Euchre.  I love Euchre, mostly because it gives my family a chance to just sit and talk and be with one another.
HOME AGAIN


And so we came back home to Kyiv.  It was nice coming home again.  It seems like when we live overseas it’s easy to complain about things that aren’t the same as in the States, so it was really nice for me to come back to Kyiv and feel like I was coming home.  Which I was.  My home is here now, and my family is here.  This is where we have our stuff, our routines, our lives.  


Of course, we also came back to the worst jet lag I have ever experienced in my entire life.  I have traveled quite a bit, so that’s really saying something.  It was awful.  But it’s over now, so we’ll just leave it at that.

Anyway, that’s about it.  I hope all is well with all of you.  All is great with us!

