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WHERE TO BEGIN

Frankly, I don’t even know where to begin in relating what I’ve been doing over the past FIVE months since last I wrote.  I think that’s really pathetic, but there you have it.  Life has been really good for us, over all, but I suppose I can give you some highlights.  They won’t be in chronicle order, just in case you’re looking for that…  If you have been following my photo-a-day, though, you already know all of this, so don’t need to worry about reading it!
ESPAÑA

One of the big highlights came last March when I had a four day weekend at work.  We figured that we could either potty train Audrey, or we could take a trip to Spain.  After much back and forth (for about 20 seconds), Laura and I decided to take a trip to Spain.  Why Spain?  Well, I’ve always wanted to go to Spain, and it was a place that we could take the children.  We’re not too keen on leaving our children yet while we go on vacation, and March was still kind of cold to go someplace in Ukraine, so Spain it was. 


We opted to go to Malaga, Spain which is on the Southern coast.  We wanted to go to a place which was fairly kid friendly and really try to let them determine the schedule.  So, we went to the beach and to the pool and did a little bit of sightseeing.

One day, we went up to Seville, Spain, which was a beautiful beautiful city.  I loved it a lot.  We, however, had the unfortunate event of having our camera bag stolen in Spain, which means that I didn’t get anywhere near the number of photographs that I would have liked to have had.  We, in fact, bought a little throw away camera in order to get some.  The camera was around my neck, so I still had that, but I didn’t have the extra battery that I needed.


We did, however, see the largest Gothic cathedral in Europe, which is also home Columbus’ grave.  I just thought it was funny that as we were walking around somewhat in awe of the immensity of the place, Audrey was pointing out the triangle tiles on the ground and the folding chairs, wanting me to count them.
POTTY TIME

But, since we opted to not potty train Audrey that weekend we had to do it sometime.  So, my next long weekend we figured it was now or never.  So we decided to just go cold turkey, and good girl, she did really really well.  She’s been daytime potty trained for a couple of weeks now, and eventually we’ll take off the pull-ups at night.  For now we’re content not having her wet the bed.  The big test, however, is going to be when we go back to the States this summer for vacation.  Ten minute car trip to the Church or the park?  Not a problem.  Ten hours on the car, until the layover and then another ten hours?  More of a problem.  We’ll just make sure we bring extra clothes, eh?
MONEY MONEY MONEY


A big occurrence in my life the last few months is that I have gone from being a purely amateur photographer to being a semi-professional.  Oooh.  There was a production of Sound of Music that I shot and then offered the photos for sale should anyone want to purchase copies.  I ended up making a little profit on that.  Then, the family of little Gretl wanted a family shoot, so I went and took theirs as well.  It’s been fun.  I’m hoping that more people will want them, because I really do like taking pictures of people.  I mean, I love taking pictures in general, but my dream is to be a portrait photographer…
EN GÅNG TILL


At any rate, The last (I think) big piece of news since last I wrote is that we found out that work is going to send us to Stockholm next (barring anything weird).  We’re totally excited about that.  Well, I’m totally excited.  Laura’s getting used to the idea.  I am, however, starting to teach Audrey Swedish in preparation.  She knows thank you, I love you, please, how to count to 10, and “pigs say nuff nuff.”  I, however, really need to start speaking more Swedish to her if I really want her to be semi-fluent when we go.
